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On the awarding of the 2026 Human Rights Prize to Taner Kilig

With this Human Rights Award, the PRO ASYL Foundation honours
Taner Kilig for his decades of work as a lawyer and human rights
activist. The lawyer from Izmir is one of the co-founders of the
Turkish section of Amnesty International and of Milteci-Der.

His work focused on people seeking protection in Turkey. In doing so,
he made a significant contribution to the development of an asylum
system based on human rights. As a human rights defender, Taner
Kilic himself became a target of the Turkish judiciary: he was
persecuted and imprisoned. For almost eight years, he fought back
against false accusations. It was not until 2025 that the proceedings
ended with his acquittal.

Kilic stands for a form of refugee protection that does not view the
law in abstract terms, but rather as the concrete defence of people
against arbitrariness, the denial of rights and the threat of
deportation.

The PRO ASYL Foundation thanks Taner Kili¢ for his exemplary
commitment to refugee protection, human rights and the rule of law.
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