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On the awarding of the 2026 Human Rights Prize to Piril Ergoban

With this Human Rights Award, the PRO ASYL Foundation honours
Piril Ergoban for her outstanding commitment to the rights of
refugees in Turkey. As director of the human rights organisation
Maulteci-Der in Izmir, she spent many years supporting those seeking
protection, documenting human rights violations and bringing to light
abuses relating to detention and deportations.

From an early stage, she also publicly warned against the European
policy of outsourcing refugee protection to Turkey.

Piril Ercoban combines practical solidarity and a close connection to
those affected with a clear commitment to human rights. Even in the
face of growing political pressure, she remains a courageous,
persistent and internationally connected voice for the rights of
refugees.

The PRO ASYL Foundation thanks Piril Ercoban for her exemplary
commitment to refugee protection, human rights and the rule of law.
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