
 
 

 
 

CERTIFICATE 

On the awarding of the 2026 Human Rights Prize to Giorgos Tsarbopoulos 

 

With this Human Rights Award, the PRO ASYL Foundation honours 
Giorgos Tsarbopoulos as one of the most important independent 
voices for the protection of refugees at Europe’s external borders. 

As head of the UNHCR office in Greece from 2006 until the end of 
2015, Giorgos Tsarbopoulos maintained close ties with refugees and 
civil society and was prepared to publicly challenge violations of the 
law by the state. He denounced inhumane detention conditions and 
pushbacks, documented the disappearances of asylum-seekers on 
the River Evros, and, following the fatal boat accident off Farmakonisi 
in 2014, campaigned for an independent investigation into the 
incident. His guiding principle was: UNHCR must be present wherever 
human rights are being violated, give a voice to those affected, and 
speak out clearly when injustices are being covered up.  

The PRO ASYL Foundation thanks Giorgos Tsarbopoulos for his 
exemplary commitment to refugee protection, human rights and the 
rule of law. 

Frankfurt am Main, September 12, 2026 

 
 
Halima Gutale 
Chair of the Board of Trustees of the PRO ASYL Foundation 


