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Appeal

Year by year thousands die at Europe’s borders
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In search of a dignified life thousands of refugees
and migrants die at the borders of Europe. These
are people who are driven from their homelands

by war, persecution, violence and miserable living
conditions. In order to escape they squeeze into
tiny boats, hide in lorries, sleep in very basic camp-
sites or in front of high security border controls.
Drowning, suffocation or dying of thirst are frequent
occurrences. Many die of exhaustion.

Germany and other EU states react towards

those seeking protection at its borders with armed
resistance and deterrence. Humiliation and abuse,
even extending to illegal rejection at the borders,
have frequently been reported. The EU founded
border security agency, FRONTEX, operates in the
Mediterranean and the Atlantic with disregard for
refugee and human rights. Refugee boats are
pursued and driven away. Protection seekers are
therefore forced to take more dangerous escape
routes. This increases the risk of death en route.
The Mediterranean and parts of the Atlantic are
developing into zones exempt from human rights.

The activities of FRONTEX are made possible by the
active and financial involvement of the EU Member
states. In 2008 alone 70 million euro of tax money
in Europe will be used for this purpose.

The European citizens must not turn a blind eye to
the activities of FRONTEX which disregard human
rights and to the illegal rejection of refugees. Please
join us in signing this appeal, to be publicised by
PRO ASYL and other human rights organisations
throughout Europe.

The signatures will be presented to the European Parliament

on Human Rights Day, 10 December 2008.

Please send to:

PRO ASYL, PO box 160624, D-60069 Frankfurt, GERMANY
Fax: +49 (0)69 /23 06 50, E-Mail: europe@proasyl.de

We demand:

H Stop the deathtrap at the EU borders!

FRONTEX activities which violate human rights
must cease!

B Human life must be saved.

If someone is in danger of drowning before our
eyes, we must help.

B Refugees must be protected.

Access to fair asylum procedures in Europe
must be guaranteed. The Geneva Refugee
Convention and the European Convention on
Human Rights must be upheld.

1 1 support these demands with my signature.
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